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Editor's Opening
ONCE AND FUTURE CONFERENCES
The c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s  h a s  b e e n  v a r i e d  an d  c r o w d e d  
from th e  1983 Mythopoei c  Co n fe r ence  t i l l  my o p e r a t i o n  
f o r  a p p e n d i c i t i s  i n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y .  D u r i n g  my 
r e c o v e r y  I ha d  t i m e  t o  m or e  f u l  l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  t h r e e  
c o n f e r e n c e s  o r  "cons" I ' d  l i k e  t o  comment abou t  h e r e .  
One i s  p a s t  a n d  two  a r e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  E a r l y  i n  
O c t o b e r  1983 I h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
t h e  " I n k l ings  T rack" a t  Windycon IX, h e l d  i n  subu r ban  
C h i c a g o .  D ia n a  P a v l a c ,  a s s i s t e d  b y  a l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  
v e r y  c a p a b l e  o r g a n i z e r s ,  w as  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  and  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n k l i n g s  T r a c k ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
s p e a k e r s ,  p a n e l s ,  f i l m s ,  m u s i c ,  d r a m a ,  a n d  a s u p e r b  
e x h i b i t .  B es id e s  ou r  t h r e e  ma in  a u t h o r s ,  MacDonald,  
C h e s t e r t o n ,  B a r f i e l d  and S a y e r s  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t ho s e  
c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  I n k l i n g s  T r a c k .  I t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  
t h e  whol e e v e n t , a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  e n j o y e d  m e e t i n g  so  
many  p e o p l e ,  S o c i e t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  o t h e r s ,  whom I h a d  
o n l y  known by name o r  co r r e sp o n d e n c e  b e f o r e .  I t  was 
an hono r  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  w h ich  n a t u r a l l y  had 
a s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  in  t h i s  e v en t .  Windycon i s  a  l a r g e  
r e g i o n a l  S c i en ce  F i c t i o n  Con ven t i on ,  and Diana  Pa v l a c  
and  h e r  c o m m i t t e e  d e s e r v e  h i g h  p r a i s e  f o r  b r i n g i n g  
needed  and d e s e r v e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  I n k l i n g s  in  t h a t  
c o n t e x t .  I n  a c e r t a i n  l i g h t ,  t h i s  e v e n t  w a s  a 
p r e c u r s o r  t o  a f u t u r e  ev en t .
T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  own  M y t h o p o e i c  
C o n f e r e n c e s ,  I ho pe  you  w i l l  a t  t e n d  b o t h  i n  1984 and  
1985.  The 15 th  annua l  C o n f e r en ce  w i l l  be August  10 -  
13,  1984 a t  M i l l s  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  Sa n  F r a n c i s c o  Bay 
A r e a  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  
e s p e c i a l l y  memorab le  12 th  a n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  1981.  
T h i s  y e a r ' s  c o m m i t t e e  i s  composed o f  many o f  t h e  same 
p e o p l e ,  an d  j u d g i n g  b y  1981 ,  we c a n  e x p e c t  a n o t h e r  
v e r y  f i n e  "Myth con . "  I c o u l d  s a y  much  m o r e ,  b u t  
i n s t e a d  r e f e r  you t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  e l s e w h e r e  in  t h e  
i s s u e .
In  Myth l o r e  36 I w r o t e  o f  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  f u t u r e  
S o c i e t y  C on fe r e nc es  would  be h e l d  in  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  of  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  l a r g e  S o c i e t y  memb er s h ip  e a s t  
o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  and t h e  m i s t a k e n  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
t h e  S o c i e t y  i s  s o l e l y  a C a l i f o r n i a n  a f f a i r .  W i t h  
p l e a s u r e  I can  now announce t h a t  t h e  1985 Mythopoe ic  
C o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  be h e l d  i n  l a t e  J u l y  o r  e a r l y  A u g u s t  
a t  W h ea t on  C o l l e g e ,  i n  W h e a t o n ,  I l l i n o i s .  The 
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  1985 C o m m i t t e e  i s  D i a n a  P a v l a c .  At 
p r e s s  t i me  t h e  Gues t  o f  Honor and Theme have no t  been 
co n f i rm e d ,  but  s h o u l d  be s h o r t l y .  I m en t i o n  t h i s  now 
so  you can s end  in  yo u r  memb er sh ip s  and make d e f i n i t e  
p l a n s .  Of a l l  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s i t e s  i n  t h e  U.S., Wheaton 
i s  s u r e l y  t h e  b e s t .  I t  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r e e m in e n t  Mar ion  E. Wade C o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  l i f e  work  of  
C.S.  K i l b y ,  w h i c h  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  ( i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  
o r d e r )  Owen B a r f i e l d ,  G.K. C h e s t e r t o n ,  C.S.  L e w i s ,  
G e o r g e  Ma cD o na ld ,  D o r o t h y  L. S a y e r s ,  J .R.R.  T o l k i e n ,  
and C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m s .  The Co mm i t t e e  i s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
and I f o r e s e e  a memorab le  eve n t  in  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
S o c i e t y .
NUTS AND BOLTS
B e f o r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  f o i l  o w i n g , i t  s h o u l d  be  
s a i d  t h a t  i t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
S o c i e t y  a n d  i t s  g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  
S t e w a r d s .  S i n c e  i t  i s  a g i v e n  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  
i n t e r e s t  o f  a l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y  i s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  n o t  t he
n u t s  and b o l t s  o f  s o c i e t a l  p o l i t i c s ,  many may w i s h  t o  
s t o p  h e r e  and r e a d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  i s s u e .
The good news w i l l  be r e p o r t e d  f i r s t .  M y t h lo r e  up 
t o  t h i s  p o i n t  h a s  been  b u i l d i n g  a b a c k lo g  o f  m a t e r i a l .  
Most  s u b m i s s i o n s  a r e  o f  p u b l i s h a b l e  q u a l i t y  and  have 
been  a c c e p t e d .  The b a ck lo g  was  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  
e a s e d  a y e a r  ago w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  e i g h t  more  pages  
i n  e a ch  i s s u e ,  when M y t h lo r e  went  f r om 48 t o  56 pages .  
Wi t h  t h i s  i s s u e  we a r e  ad d in g  8 a d d i t i o n a l  pa ges  f o r  a 
t o t a l  o f  64.  I h o p e  y o u  c a n  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h i s  p r o v i d e s .  You may ex pe c t  t o  
s e e  a t  l e a s t  one new f e a t u r e  in  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e .
P a r e n t h e t i c a l l y ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p l a i n  my 
e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y .  The  f u n c t i o n  o f  e d i t o r s  s h o u l d  be 
t o  p u b l i s h  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  m a k e s  i l l u m i n a t i n g  a nd  
a r g u a b l e  p o i n t s ,  a n d  w h i c h  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  a n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  t one  and  s t y l e .  The e d i t o r  sh o u l d  n o t  u se  
h i s  p o s i t i o n  t o  e x c l u d e  m a t e r i a l  s o l e l y  b e c a u s e  h e  
d o e s  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a g r e e  w i t h  i t .  The  r e a d e r s  
sh o u l d  t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  in  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  t o  ag r e e  
o r  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  p o i n t s  p r e s e n t e d .
To c o n t i n u e ,  l i b r a r i e s  w i l l  now have  a d i f f e r e n t  
r a t e  f r o m  t h a t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d  j u s t l y  so  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a  1 p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  b i 1 1 in g  p r o c e d u r e s  
i n v o l v e d .  The  r a t e  w i l l  be  $15 f o r  4 i s s u e s  o r  $28 
f o r  8 i s s u e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y  O r d e r s  
D ep a r tm en t ,  o f  wh i ch  Lee S p e t h  i s  i n  c h a r g e ,  M y t h l o r e  
income was  down in  1983 b e ca u se  ML 37 was  m a i l e d  ou t  
a t  t h e  end o f  December  and r e n e w a l s  came i n  f o r  1984. 
T h i s  made ML ex p ens e s  g r e a t e r  t h an  income in  c a l e n d a r  
' 83 .  A l l  t h i n g s  b e i n g  n o r m a l  , t h i s  s h o u l d  n o t  o c c u r  
i n  1984 .  At t h e  S t e w a r d s  m e e t i n g  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  w h i c h  
d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  S o c i e t y  b u d g e t ,  I p ro p o s e d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
i n  l i b r a r y  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  
p a g e  i n c r e a s e .  The  S t e w a r d s  f e l t  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  
i n d i v i d u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  w a s  a l s o  i n  o r d e r .  I 
p ro p os ed ,  t h e n ,  a  one d o l l a r  i n c r e a s e ,  f r om $10 t o  $11 
a y e a r ,  a r g u i n g  a g a i n s t  a n y  g r e a t e r  i n c r e a s e .  I 
f e a r e d  i t  m i g h t  b e  h a r m f u l  t o  c i r c u l a t i o n  n u m b e r s .  
D e s p i t e  my o b j e c t i o n s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  S t e w a r d s  
v o t e d  t o  s e t  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  r a t e  a t  $12 f o r  4 i s s u e s  
o r  $23 f o r  8 i s s u e s ,  t o  go  i n t o  e f f e c t  a f t e r  ML 39,  
t h e  summer i s su e .  (The re  a r e  n i n e  c u r r e n t  S t e w a r d s ,  
o f  w h i c h  I am o n e . )
R e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  i s  t h e  s a l e  o f  b a c k  i s s u e s .  A 
p r i n t  r u n  20 t o  25% l a r g e r  t h a n  n e e d e d  t o  f i l l  
s u b s c r i p t i o n s  i s  made  f o r  e a c h  i s s u e ,  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  i s s u e  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  t o  t h o s e  
who w a n t  i t .  The  b a c k  i s s u e s  a r e  p r o d u c e d  w i t h  t h e  
i n c o m e  f r o m  s u b s c r i p t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e i r  s a l e  h a d  b e e n  
c o u n t e d  a s  i n co m e  t o  M y t h l o r e .  I n  1982 i t  wa s  
p r o p o s e d  t o  t h e  S t e w a r d s  t h a t  income f rom ba ck  i s s u e  
s a l e s  be cou n t e d  a s  S o c i e t y  g e n e r a l  income r a t h e r  t han  
b e i n g  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I m o s t  s t r o n g l y  
p r o t e s t e d  t h i s ,  a n d  t h e  m a t t e r  wa s  o f f i c i a l l y  l e f t  
u n d e c i d e d ;  b u t  w i t h  t h e  d e  f a c t o  r e s u l t  t h a t  i ncom e  
f r o m  b a c k  i s s u e s  i n  n o t  c r e d i t e d  t o  M y t h l o r e . I 
c o n t e n d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  w e r e  c r e d i t e d  t o  My th !  o r e , 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  n e e d e d .  I h o p e  
t h a t  a n  o f f i c i a l  r e s o l u t i o n  on t h i s  m a t t e r  w i l l  be 
r e a c h e d  i n  1985 o r  b e f o r e .  F i g u r e s  on  b a c k  o r d e r  
s a l e s  have  been  p ro m i s e d ,  w h ich  have  n o t  been  p roduced  
f o r  1982 o r  1983.  Much m o r e  c o u l d  be  s a i d  on t h e s e  
m a t t e r s .  I h a v e  b e e n  r e t i c e n t  t o  d i s c u s s  S o c i e t y  
p o l i c i e s  b e f o r e , k n o w i n g  i t  i s  o f f - p u t t i n g  f o r  some 
r e a d e r s ,  b u t  I m e n t i o n  i t  h e r e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  
i n c r e a s e ,  w h ic h  do es  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  you.
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  p u t t i n g  t h e  b e s t  f a c e  o n  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  you do have  advance  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e .
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and  i t  i s  ho pe d  you w i l l  r e n e w  a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  r a t e s  
f o r o n e  o r  two y e a r s .  O t h e r s  h a v e  t o l d  me t h a t  
M y t h lo r e , c o n s i d e r i n g  what  i t  i s  and what  i t  o f f e r s ,  
i s  a b a r g a i n .  I hop e  you  a g r e e .  T h e r e  h a s n ' t  b e e n  a 
p r i c e  i n c r e a s e  s i n c e  1980, a t  which  t ime  t he  j ou rn a l  
was 48 pages.  Now i t  wi l l  h ave i n c r e a s e d  16 pages ,  o r  
33%, w i t h  a p r i c e  i n c r e a s e  o f  o n l y  20%, i t s  f i r s t  i n 
f o u r  y e a r s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  i n c r e a s e ,  M y t h ! o r e ' s  1984 
b u d g e t  i s  v e r y  t i g h t ,  s i n c e  t h e  i n c r e a s e s  w o n ' t  go 
i n t o  e f f e c t  u n t i l  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  i t t o  c o n t  i nue  t o  im p ro v e  i n  a n u m b er  
o f  ways,  i nc lud ing  p r o m o t i o n  and  a p p e a r a n c e ,  I a sk  
t h a t  t h e r e  b e  a s  m a n y  g e n e r o u s  b e n e f a c t o r s  a s  
pos s ib l e .  I nd ee d ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  su p p o r t  My t h l o r e  ha s  
en joyed  so f a r  f rom su c h  p e o p l e ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  wou ld  
be ve ry  much  wor se .  I wan t  t o  e x p r e s s  my s i n c e r e  
t h a n k s  t o  t h e m ,  w h o s e  s u p p o r t  in v e r y  l a r g e  p a r t  
a v e r t e d  a s u b s c r i p t i o n  r a t e  i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  two  
ye a r s .  D es p i t e  t h e  r a t e  i n c r e a s e ,  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  is 
needed now more t han ev e r .
The a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h i s  i s su e  w as  d e l a y e d  b e c a u s e  
o f  1) t h e  s u d d e n  a p p e n d i c i t i s  in  J a n u a r y  o f  t h e  
E d i to r ,  G len  G o o d k n ig h t ,  2) th e  b i r t h  o f  a c h i ld  to  
th e  m ain  t y p i s t ,  c a u s in g  n ew  a r r a n g e m e n t s  an d  d e l a y s  
i n  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  t y p i n g ,  a n d  3) t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a g e s  f o r  t h i s  i s s u e ,  w h ich  
w a s n ' t  c e r t a i n  u n t i l  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  b u d g e t  m e e t in g .  We 
a p o lo g iz e  f o r  an y  i n c o n v e n i e n c e .
Mythopoeic Core
Reading List
M ythlore  frequently  publishes artic les th a t  p resuppose  th e  
reader is a lready  fam iliar w ith  th e  w orks they  discuss. T h is  
is n a tu ra l, given th e  special n a tu re  of M ythlore. In o rd e r to  
assist som e readers, th e  follow ing is w h a t m igh t be considered 
a “core” m ythopoeic read ing  list, con ta in ing  th e  m ost well 
known and discussed works. D ue to  th e  m any ed itions p rin ted , 
only th e  title  and orig inal d a te  of pub lica tion  a re  given. G ood 
reading!
J .R .R . T olk ien
The Hobbit (1937); “L eaf by N iggle” (1945); “O n Fairy- 
S to ries” (1945); The Lord o f the Rings: Vol. 1 ,  T he Fellowship 
o f the R ing  (1954); Vol. II, T he Two Towers (1954); Vol. 
Ill, The Return o f the K ing  (1955); The Silmarillion (1977); 
Unfinished Tales (1980).
C .S . L ew is
Out o f the Silent Planet (1938); Perelandra (1943); T hat 
Hideous S trength  (1945); The Lion, the W itch and the  
Wardrobe (1950); Prince Caspian (1951); T he Voyage o f the  
Dawn Treader (1952); T he Silver Chair (1953); T he Horse 
and His Hoy (1954); The M agician's N ephew  (1955); T he Last 
Hattie (1950); Till We Have Faces (1956).
C h arles W illiam s
War in Heaven (1930); M any Dimensions (1931); The Place 
o f the Lion (1931); T he Creator Trumps  (1932); Shadows o f  
Ecstacy  (1933); Descent into Hell (1937); A ll Hallow's Eve  
(1945); Talicssin through Logres (1938); and  T he Region o f  the 
Sum m er Stars (1944) (p rin ted  toge ther in 1954).
M ythopoeic Celtic Stationery 
by Patrick W ynnes
This new stationary is now available for $5 plus $1 in 
handling. It features four designs, all found in M ythlore  35: 
The Celtic circles portraying themes from J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. 
Lewis, and Charles Williams (found on page 3 of Issue 35). 
Each circle is at the top right of the page and is 3 5 /8 ” in 
diameter, with a lined border around the page. The fourth 
design is of the four corners found on page 2 of this issue, but 
much larger in size. The set includes 4 sheets of each design, 
making 16 printed sheets, 12 blank second sheets, plus 10 en­
velopes. The paper is of a neutral but beautifully antique ap­
pearing parchment. This would make fine personal stationary 
for both men and women, as well as for gifts. Send you order 
to: Orders Department, 1008 N. Monterey St., Alhambra, CA 
91801.
A n  e c h o  o f  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  " T h e  P i p e r  
a t  t h e  G a t e s  o f  D a w n "  f r o m  T h e  W in d  in  t h e  W i l lo w s  
a t  d a w n  on  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  a t  t h e  '8 3  C o n f e r e n c e .
